Second Sunday of Easter, Sunday of Divine Mercy

April 27, 2025

__On the evening of that first day of the week,

= when the doors were locked, where the disci-
ples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in their midst and sald to them,
“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Ho-
ly Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain are retained.”

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the
nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas
was with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked,
and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands,
and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him,
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come
to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disci-
ples that are not written in this book. But these are written
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his
name. — John 20:19-31

Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.

John 20:29
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Parish Mission Statement

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

All are welcome!

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership

All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory or in the
rear of the church.

Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the Rectory or Faith Formation Office for dates of baptisms.

No more than four families will be scheduled for a Baptism at one time.
Please call the Rectory at 718-631-4454 or the Faith Formation Office at 718
-225-5191. After the initial intake, you will be asked to go to the Rectory to
pick up a checklist and handbook. You will also have to schedule a private
class and will need a copy of your child's birth certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacra-
mental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further infor-
mation, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies

Weekend Masses

5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
o Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
e Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies

e Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions

o Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
o Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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April 27,2025

Reflections &

The Paschal Candle

The first sound of Easter Time is the
crackling of new fire. Even before the
presider greets the people, the Easter
flame burns to warm the hearts of be-
lievers and to fascinate our eyes, which
long to behold the glory of God.

m

The paschal candle that leads the pro- A
cession into the church at the Easter

Vigil becomes a dominant symbol for

the season. Tall, bright, decorative,

stately, it creates the first light for the

faithful and dispels the darkness that Q

belies our sins. The paschal candle first
announces the news of the resurrection,

followed by the Glory to God, the Allelu-
ia, the Gospel, the homily, and, of &
course, the Eucharist. All join to make

the same proclamation. Christ is risen! A

So big is this message that it takes fifty days to celebrate.
That paschal candle burns in our churches every day dur-
ing those seven weeks, proclaiming: Christ is risen, and we
too may rise!

The paschal candle appears in our liturgy on two other very
significant occasions: baptisms and funerals.

Whenever infants are baptized, we light the paschal candle.
The resurrection of Christ foreshadows our own resurrec-
tion. Baptism incorporates us into the body of Christ and
gives us a share in his resurrection. Whenever the baptis-
mal waters are poured, the paschal candle burns bright.
Parents and godparents light a baptismal candle from the
paschal candle. They accept the responsibility of keeping
the flame of faith alive in the heart of the newly baptized.
Parents carry this candle home, where it may shine on bap-
tismal anniversaries to symbolize the first news of the risen
Christ.

We also light the paschal candle at funerals. In the midst of
our grief, we call upon the symbols that enliven our faith.
Several images of baptism reappear at the funeral: the
sprinkling with holy water, the placing of a white pall (like
a white garment) over the coffin, and the lighting of the
paschal candle. Christ rose from the dead so that we too
might pass from death to life. Every death reminds us of
Easter. And every Easter gives us hope that death is not the
end, but the passage from darkness to eternal light.

This bulletin insert originally appeared in Ministry and Liturgy
Magazine, a pastoral planning resource used by the worship
leaders in your community as an aid for better liturgy. Copy-
right c 2012 Resource publications, Inc., 160 Virginia St., #290
San Jose, CA. 95112,(408) 286-8505.

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia
St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505.

Prayer for the Pope

With the passing of Pope Francis, let us pray for the eternal
repose of his soul and for the College of Cardinals as they
embark on their sacred duty to elect Pope Francis’ successor:

Heavenly Father, You entrusted the care of Your Church on
earth to Pope Francis, and now You have called him to
Yourself. We entrust his soul to Your boundless mercy.

For his lifelong service, we thank You.

For his care for the poor and marginalized, we thank You.
For his witness to simplicity, we thank You.

In Your mercy, cleanse him of all sin. Purify him and draw
him into the light of Your presence. Grant him the vision of
Your Eternal Essence, into which we all long to be drawn.

Protect Your Church in this time of transition. Guide the
Cardinals in their sacred duty. Grant them Wisdom and
Courage, Hope and Charity, and the Faith they need to dis-
cern Your Holy Will.

Father Most Holy, our God and King, Creator of all that
was, is, and is to come—You alone know the heart of the
one You have chosen as the successor to Pope Francis.
Reveal Your will to the College of Cardinals. Open their
hearts to Your inspirations. Open our hearts to receive,
with faith and obedience, the one whom You will raise up
to sit on the Chair of Saint Peter.

May he be a man of deepest compassion, a man of pro-
found faith and hope, a man whose charity shines forth,
permeating the darkness of this world with the light of
Christ.

You are God Most High, the God of the living and the dead,
the Great I AM, the Alpha and the Omega, Eternal Being
and Source of all that is.

May Your holy will be done, now and forever.
Amen. Alleluia.

Source of content: mycatholic.life



Saint Anastasia Parish

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Reprint from October 29, 2017

Know Your Parish Priest: Msgr. Ryan

When is your birthday?
June 29.

What is your birth order in the family?
I am the third child.

What was your favorite book as a child?
The Hardy Boys.

Who taught you your faith?

I learned the faith from both of my parents who were active
in the parish of St. Andrew's and from the Dominican Sisters
who taught in the parish school.

In what church ministries (youth ministry, altar serving)
were you involved?

I was an altar server, a member of the choir and played the
violin in the parish orchestra.

Who is your favorite Saint (s)?
St. John the XXIII, St. Francis of Assisi and St. Ignatius Loy-
ola.

At what age did you start discerning the priesthood?
I was 12 or 13 when I spoke to the pastor about becoming a
priest.

What attracted you to the priesthood?

The example of the priests in the parish and the informal in-
structions about the Mass and Sacraments that the pastor
gave at the altar server meetings.

When is your ordination anniversary?
December 17, 1962.

When is your anniversary with our parish?
June 1, 2004.

What is your favorite church hymn?
My favorite hymns are: "Here I Am Lord" and "The King of
Love My Shepherd Is".

What is your favorite hobby?
Planning trips and travelling, reading mysteries and visiting
Trappist monasteries.

What is your favorite sport and/or professional sports team?
Skiing (it was). I'm a Mets fan and always root for Notre
Dame.

What is your favorite candy?
M & M's.

What three words would you use to describe yourself?
Friendly, Prayerful and Creative.

How tall are you?
5'10".

What type of music do you like to listen to?
Country Western.

What part of the country do you enjoy most when vacation-
ing?
Colorado.

What is your favorite food?
Seafood, especially clams and scallops.

What is your favorite movie?
"Of Gods and Men".

What are some of your favorite books?

"What Happened at Vatican II by John O'Malley",
"The Great Reformer" by Austen Ivereigh,

"Jesus - A Pilgrimage" by James Martin.

What is a fun fact that people might not know about you?
My feet were washed by a Saint!
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This Week

Tuesday, April 29, 2025
Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena,
Virgin and Doctor of the Church

Friday, May 2, 2025
Memorial of Saint Athanasius,
Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Saturday, May 3, 2025
Memorial of Saints Philip and James, Apostles

This Week on

Use "st. anastasia ny" to signup at formed.org

Children’s activity sheets are
[oCcated in the back of the church

O o anasenve

Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday
Christ is risen! Alleluia! On this Second Sunday of Easter,
we continue to be immersed in the radiant light of the Res-
urrection. The Easter season, Eastertide, lasts for fifty days,
beginning on Easter Sunday and culminating on Pentecost
Sunday. The first eight days of Eastertide, known as the
Easter Octave, are celebrated as solemnities of the Lord.
The Church regards the entire Easter Octave as “one great
day,” prolonging the joyous backdrop and sentiments of
Easter. Speaking to the faithful on Eastertide, Pope St.
John Paul IT invited the Christian community to “a new
and deeper experience of the risen Christ, living and active
in the Church and the world.” He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pope St. John Paul IT designated this Sunday as Divine
Mercy Sunday. It is a day to reflect on God's boundless and
incomprehensible mercy, which He gives to all who seek it.
A mercy that overcomes fear, conquers sin, and offers us
true peace. In today’s Gospel reading, we learn that the dis-
ciples hid in a room with the door locked as they were
gripped by fear after Jesus’ death. Jesus entered the room
and, without judging or rebuking them for their lack of
faith, he reiterated the following three times: “Peace be
with you!” Not merely a greeting, but He bestows on them
the profound peace that comes from reconciliation with
God—the recompense of His Passion, Death, and Resurrec-
tion. The disciples' fear gave way to joy, and despair turned
to hope, all through the merciful presence of the Risen
Lord. The Gospel narrative continues, “Thomas, called
Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Je-
sus came. So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of
the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nail-
marks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” —
John 20:24-25.

Lest we hastily condemn Thomas for being suspicious of
the news delivered by his fellow disciples, let us examine
what brought him to that moment. Thomas had put all his
hope in Jesus. He left his previous life and, for three years,
followed Jesus throughout Galilee and Judea. He witnessed
Jesus’ spectacular miracles and heard Him preach that He
was establishing the Kingdom of God, as one of the chosen
twelve, Thomas would have an important place in it. But
then, Jesus was arrested and crucified. Everything Thomas
hoped for seemed to have vanished. Does he now believe
the spectacular news Peter delivered to him? Peter, who
denied the Lord? Surely, it all seemed too good to be true
for Thomas to believe! But it was true. All that Jesus said,
including his promise to rise from the dead, was true. Jesus
appeared a second time when Thomas was inside with the
disciples. Jesus said, “Peace be with you!” and asked
Thomas to put his finger to His hands and side. Immedi-
ately, Thomas responded, “My Lord and my God!”—John 20:28.

We pray that disappointments and despairs do not dwell in
us or shape our beliefs, and that this Eastertide is joyful for
each of us and refreshing to our prayer life!

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.
© LoveAndServe.org — Used with permission.
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Bread & Wine Memorial Mass Intentions

la

Amedeo de Rege
April 27 — May 3, 2025

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions @

April 2025

For the use of the new technologies

Let us pray that the use of the new technologies will not replace
human relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and
will help us face the crises of our times.

Prayer Intentions %

In the kindness of your prayers, remember our recently deceased
parishioners and friends, especially:
Patricia Kelly, Doris Winter, and Irene Mulhall

Also remember the homebound, sick and those who have asked
for our prayers:

Geraldine Armenio Josephine Finocchiaro

Eva Bedell Victoria Guerra

Fred Bedell Theodore Koumou y

Ann Cavaseno Anthony Logerfo %m’
Joyce Daino Alfina Manca !
John Dietzler TJ McSherry r @UF
Carmela Digregorio Antoinette Taub : )oaﬂz/er
Ralph DiScala Gregory Wiehl

Jo Ann Ferrari

St. Anastasia Parish Registration 7

Thank you for attending Mass with us today.

If you have not previously registered or are considering registering
with our parish, please complete a Parish Registration Form
located in the rear of the church then return it to the rectory.

Parish Family: Why Register?
If you have not already registered, it is important to do so. If and
when you are asked to be a sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation,
you will need a letter from the parish. Letters cannot be given to
those who are not registered parishioners. Please be sure to keep
your information updated with the parish, especially with changes
to address and phone number.

Sunday, April 27, 2025
5:00 p.m. Vigil Michael Shalley
John Main

8:00 am.  Angelica Jimenez
10:00 a.m. People of St. Anastasia Parish

12:00 noon Mario Nardello
Patrick Nugent

Monday, April 28, 2025
8:30 aam. Amedeo de Rege
Croce Alesci

Tuesday, April 29, 2025
8:30 a.m. Dianna Ferazzoli
Gerard Beirne

Wednesday, April 30, 2025
8:30 a.m.  Rev. Matteo J. Rizzo
Karen Ferguson

Thursday, May 1, 2025
8:30 am. John Emery
Mari Coric

Friday, May 2, 2025

8:30 a.m. Robert Bilz
Rev. Matteo J. Rizzo

Saturday, May 3, 2025
8:30a.m.  Grace Dennehy

Sunday, May 4, 2025
5:00 pm. Vigil John Cunniff

Dolly & Fred Marinaccio
8:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. Rosemarie Pieper
Bridie Nugent

12:00 noon People of St. Anastasia Parish

imd
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