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The Epiphany of the Lord January 4, 2026

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance.
= in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search dili-
the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where  gently for the child. When you have found him, bring me
is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his ~ word, that I too may go and do him homage.” After their au-
star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” When dience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that
King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and
Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the stopped over the place where the child was. They were over-
scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the Christ ~ joyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw
was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves
thus it has been written through the prophet: And you, Beth- and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and
lehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And hav-
of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shep-  ing been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they de-
herd my people Israel.” Then Herod called the magi secretly  parted for their country by another way.. —Matthew 2:1-12
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Flocknote L <

Receive text messages to stay connected to
our parish. Go to stanyc.flocknote.com to
register, or text stanyc to 84576.

- This is a free service %ut your carrier’s text
and data rates may apply.

- Text STOP to 84576 to stop texts.

Parish Mission Statement

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement,
as a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

All Are Welcome!

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership

All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory or in the
rear of the church.

Use of the electronic giving (PARISHSOFT/Faith Direct) or envelope system
is required if statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All
parishioners should use either one of the donation forms. If you move or
change your address, please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the Rectory or Faith Formation Office for dates of baptisms.

No more than four families will be scheduled for a Baptism at one time.
Please call the Rectory at 718-631-4454 or the Faith Formation Office at 718-
225-5191. After the initial intake, you will be asked to go to the Rectory to
pick up a checklist and handbook. You will also have to schedule a private
class and will need a copy of your child's birth certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their
sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further
information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses

e 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
¢ Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
e Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies

e Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions

e Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
o Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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'SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 AT 1:30 :M.
IN THE CHURCH =%

Featuring the St. Anastasia Choir
and Nativity by the Children of our
parish

x.*x

ST ANASTASIA
_SENIOR GROUP

EVERY TUESDAY
9:00 a.m. until 3:00p.m.
Parish Center
(corner of 245" Street and Northern Blvd).

Bring lunch, play cards and games.
Socialize with friends and make new ones!

10:00 a.m. Mahjong
11:00 a.m. Pokeno
12:30 p.m. Canasta

Keep a look out for new events and games!

S 4% AND LIVING NATIVITY

Jeremiah 29:11

L

Pray the Rosary
Before the 8:30 a.m. Daily Mass
at 7:45 a.m.

=
Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. in the Church

Tuesday Rosary Themes

January 6th
Feast of the Epiphany and
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

January 13th
St. Hilary

January 20th
St. Paul the Apostle

January 27th
St. Thomas Aquinas




St. Anastasia Parish Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Written by
January 4, 2026 s

FAITHFUL

The Epiphany of the Lord »scire

Is 60:1-6 | Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 | Mt 2:1-12

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
Have you ever had a moment where you’ve been so joy-
ful that your heart “throbbed and overflowed”? (is. 60:5)
Perhaps this prompt might call to mind moments we have
been chosen or noticed, especially when we otherwise felt
sidelined or forgotten. (Imagine expecting to be picked
last for the team, only to be someone’s first choice!)
Today'’s first reading speaks of a moment like that. While
the nations of the earth are shrouded in darkness, God
shines his light and glory on Jerusalem, and all the nations
come streaming to her bearing precious tributes. Similarly,
our Gospel speaks about how God chose Bethlehem — a
seemingly insignificant town — to be the birthplace of his
Son: “And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come
a ruler, who is to shepherd my people.” Like Jerusalem
and Bethlehem, we, too, have been chosen by God. As we
continue our celebration of Christmas, our hearts are filled
to overflowing when we recall that by taking on our flesh,
God has chosen to make his home with us for all eternity.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Paul reminds us that God has chosen us, not only for
ourselves, but for the sake of others: “You have heard of
the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for
your benefit.,” God gives Paul a special revelation to know
the mystery of God so he could preach the Gospel to

the Gentiles and to all peoples. We who know the joy of
having been chosen to be God’s beloved sons and daugh-
ters have the beautiful task of helping others to know that
they, too, are chosen by God. Because of this, evangeliza-
tion is not simply an item on our spiritual to-do list; it is a
work of joy — the joy of helping others to discover their
own “belovedness” as children of God. And of course,
this message is for everyone!

INVITATION

One of the best presents we can offer to someone is our
presence. Make an effort this week to intentionally spend
time with someone who may feel lonely or forgotten, set-
ting aside other tasks to focus entirely on them. The goal
is to help them feel special and chosen as a way of giving
a glimpse of God’s love that chooses each of us out of the
many. May the gift of your presence help them to remem-
ber how very loved they are.
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LITURGICAL
YEAR

FAITH DIRECT IS 2026
NOW PARISHSOFT

Our online giving vendor has
changed. Please check your
emails for information regarding
their transition.

For account questions and
assistance, ﬁ ease contact
ParishSoft at

Principal Celebrations of the 2026 Liturgical Year

(866) 930-4774, Option 6 Ash Wednesday .......cccceevverveneeneennenne February 18, 2026
DonorSupport@ParishSOFT.com Easter SUNAAY .......ccoevevveeuereeiereeereecnenennes April 5, 2026
/\ The Ascension of the Lord [Thursday] ........ May 14, 2026

S-I- A ch Pentecost SUNAY .........ccccceveveveeeeeevererenennnnns May 24, 2026

P The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ ....June 7, 2026

First Sunday of Advent ..................... November 29, 2026

AP TLOMAS BERRY PLACE  Saint Padre Pio

A PASSIONIST MINISTRY

Thomas Berry Place Upcoming Events P I a yel" Gr O u p

We are excited to share our Retreat Calendar with you. We

will be adding more events as the new year continues! WEDNESDAY — JANUARY 7”', 2026

Matt Talbot Retreat - January 9-11

Self-Guided Silent Retreat - January 9-11

Day of Prayer - Wednesday, January 14

Evening for Prayer - Wednesday, January 21

Dinner with Passion - Wednesday, January 28

Women'’s Retreat - January 30-February 1

Evening for Prayer - Wednesday, February 11

Day of Prayer - Ash Wednesday, Wednesday, February 18
Men’s Retreat - February 27 - March 1

Day of Prayer - Wednesday, March 11

Evening for Prayer - Wednesday, March 18

Women’s SILENT Retreat - March 27-29

Holy Week Retreat - April 2-5 . : ) ) )
Evening for Prayer - Wednesday, April 15 Padre Pio. i Padre Pio's favorite saying.
Day of Prayer - Earth Day - Wednesday, April 22 E

PROGRAM:

7:00PM HOLY HOUR:
e RECETATION OF THE ROSARY:
e DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET:
e BENEDICTION:

8:00PM HOLY MASS:

CELEBRANT: FR. MARC SWARTVAGHER
(ENGLISH MASS)

Tel: (718) 229-1663

. St. Josaphat's Church i “Pray, hope, and don't
(OHEE (1D (G ee 35th Ave & 210th Street Worry. Wor]/y s useless'

. Bayside, NY 3 . . o

86-45 Edgerton Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11432 ayside i God is merciful and will

929-357-6700 — kelli@thomasberryplace.org hear your prayer.”
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Monday, January 5, 2026
Memorial of Saint John Neumann,
Bishop
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Diocese of BrooRlyn /O

Vocations
Discover Your Calling
“God chose us before the world began to be holy.” God has
chosen each person in Christ for a particular vocation. If
He may be calling you to be holy through a vocation to the
priesthood or consecrated life, contact the Vocation Office
at 718-827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org

ormed

Forming Catholics for /¢fe.

God's Doorkeeper

This week, we celebrate the memorial of a humble doorkeeper,
St. André of Montreal. Learn how this man became a great saint
through his small acts of love!

Use "st. anastasia ny" to signup at formed.org

The Three Wise Men

Ms. Kim explains the Solemnity of the Epiphany and the
importance of the wise men's gifts by teaching students how to
draw the three magi. She challenges kids to do an act of
kindness for someone, offering it as a gift to Jesus.

i MEANING OF
TN

‘ M Epiphany
N - ___g Have you ever wondered what the Epiphany is? In this engaging
/ \&> episode of the True Meaning of Christmas, join Dr. Michael
Barber to find out what the Epiphany is

CHRISTMAS DR. MICHAEL BARBER

e £
Children’s activity sheets are %
located in the back of the church/.S

for S

The Epiphany of the Lord

Today, we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, the revela-
tion of God in human form through Jesus Christ. The Eng-
lish word "Epiphany" derives from the Greek “epiphaneia”,
meaning "appearance,” or "manifestation." Before Saint
Matthew tells us in today’s Gospel about the star that rose,
he unrolls the scroll of salvation history by giving “the ge-
nealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abra-
ham.” — Matthew 1:1. Matthew lists the names of Jesus’
earthly family tree and concludes with “Thus the total
number of generations from Abraham to David is four-
teen generations; from David to the Babylonian exile,
fourteen generations; from the Babylonian exile to the
Messiah, fourteen generations.” — Matthew 1:1-17. Jesus'
genealogy, divided into three series of fourteen genera-
tions, highlights God's providential plan amid Israel's his-
tory of fidelity and failure. Thomas Aquinas noted that the
tripartite structure marks major shifts in Israel's gover-
nance, each spanning fourteen generations, to underscore
that human institutions (judges, kings, priests) failed to re-
form the people, prefiguring Christ's transformative role as
the ultimate Judge, King, and Priest. The continuity of the
genealogy, which includes gentile women, Tamar, Rahab,
Ruth, Bathsheba, subtly foreshadows the Epiphany’s theme
of Gentiles as co-heirs with Jews of the divine promise
originally made to Abraham and his descendants. God's
promise endures through exile and imperfection, culminat-
ing in Christ who unites all eras and peoples, affirming
God's faithful design from Abraham to eternity.

The first reading begins with a command that resembles
the blast of a trumpet: “Arise! Shine, for your light has
come, the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.” — Isa-
iah 60:1. Saint Paul in the second reading tells us that the
mystery of the Gospel “which was not made known to hu-
man beings in other generations as it has now been re-
vealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, that
the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and
copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.” — Ephesians 3:5-6. The Gospel is not private for a
select few but for all people. Finally, we encounter the Magi
in Saint Matthew’s Gospel. They were seekers who looked
at the heavens not just to see stars, but to find meaning.
They were stirred to leave their homes courageously, and
by nightlight, they followed the star and were rewarded by
encountering the Holy Family.

The Gospel ends with a small but vital detail: the Magi,
having been warned in a dream, departed by another way!
No one meets Christ and stays unchanged. You cannot en-
counter the Living God and return to your old life, your old
habits, or your old ways after seeing the True King. What
does "another way" mean for our devotion to God, relation-
ships with family, treatment of others, and use of our time,
talents, and resources? Conversion is not just a change of
mind; it is a change of ways. The Epiphany proclaims:
Christ's light has come! From Isaiah's dawn to the Magi's
joy, we are called to adore, journey, and shine, no more
darkness. Let us carry this light to the world.

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.
© LoveAndServe.org — Used with permission.
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Bread & Wine Memorial i

Rev. Monsignor Michael J. Cantley
January 4 — 10, 2026

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions @

January 2026

For prayer with the Word of God

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for
our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to

build a more fraternal and missionary Church.
Prayer Intentions &
In the kindness of your prayers, remember those born into eternal life.

Remember the sick, homebound, and those in need of our prayers:

Eva Bedell Theodore Koumou

Fred Bedell Anthony Logerfo

Ann Cavaseno Alfina Manca . |
Joyce Daino Barbara Mascia L
John Dietzler TJ McSherry y
Paolo DiGregorio Margaret Murphy % d
Ralph DiScala Yolanda Stivanello ord,
Jo Ann Ferrari Antoinette Taub r @ur
Josephine Finocchiaro Barbara H. Timmerman

Victoria Guerra Gregory Wiehl 7 ag er

John Hyslop

St. Anastasia Parish Registration /

LCUMET%

Thank you for attending Mass with us today.
If you have not previously registered or are considering registering
with our parish, please complete a Parish Registration Form
located in the rear of the church then return it to the rectory.

Parish Family: Why Register?
If you have not already registered, it is important to do so. If and
when you are asked to be a sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation,
you will need a letter from the parish. Letters cannot be given to
those who are not registered parishioners. Please be sure to keep
your information updated with the parish, especially with changes
to address and phone number.

)
Mass Intentions i
Sunday, January 4, 2026
5:00 p.m. Vigil Virginia O'Brien

Francesca Carbonara

8:00 a.m. Antoina Pawlowski
Timmerman & Belosic Families
10:00 a.m. Robert & Donald Flynn

Frank C. Somma
12:00 noon People of St. Anastasia Parish

Monday, January 5, 2026
8:30 a.m.

Tuesday, January 6, 2026
8:30 a.m.  Gloria Velautham (Birthday)

Wednesday, January 7, 2026
8:30 a.m. Klara Deuber
Margaret Murphy (Healing)

Thursday, January 8, 2026

8:30 a.m. Rosita A. Delfin
Dolores M. Murphy

Friday, January 9, 2026

8:30 a.m. Arcangela, Andrea, Gino Casagrande
Stephen D. Quinn

Saturday, January 10, 2026
8:30 a.m.

Sunday, January 11, 2026
5:00 p.m. Vigil People of St. Anastasia Parish

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. William Belanich

12:00 noon Amelia Harp

New Year,

New Opportunities!

facebook

3 YouTube

sta.nyc/youtube

sta.nyc/facebook



